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11th & Bark is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that was formed in 2015  
to make the Columbia Heights Dog Park an official city off-leash dog park. 

February 22, 2019 
 
Washington Metro Transit Authority 
600 5th ST NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Re: Sale of the Property at 1100 Park Rd NW 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The parcel at 1100 Park Road NW has been used as a community dog park for 
the last decade. District residents,1 local businesses,2 green-space advocates3 
and our local representatives4 support keeping this property as a community 
green space. When examining bids, therefore, WMATA should consider whether 
a proposal would meet this clear community need rather than simply selling the 
property to the highest bidder. 
 
The District of Columbia’s offer of $2.1 million to purchase the land and save the 
dog park should be the clear winner. This bid meets WMATA’s requirement to 
sell the land for its fair market value—indeed, WMATA itself set $2.1 million as 
the fair market value—and would meet the community’s need for a full-sized dog 
park. 
 
Should WMATA reject the District’s bid, we urge WMATA to choose a proposal 
that will include a community dog park. In particular, we have spoken to Outlier 
Realty Capital about its proposal, which includes both housing and a public dog 
park. If WMATA accepts this bid, we will work with Outlier to make the proposed 
park a reality.   
 

																																																								
1 Nearly 1,600 District residents have signed our petition to save the dog park.  
2 Nearly every restaurant along 11th Street -- including The Coupe, Red Rocks, Meridian Pint, 
Wonderland, El Chucho and Maple – has written a letter in support of keeping the dog park.   
3 Green Spaces for DC has signed a letter of support and testified before the Council of the 
District of Columbia in support of keeping the dog park.  
4 Mayor Muriel Bowser added District funds to those allocated by the District in an effort to 
purchase the land; Ward 1 Councilmember Brianne Nadeau and ANC Commissioner 
Angelica Castañon, whose jurisdiction includes the park, have been strong and vocal advocates 
for the park; and the ANC 1-A passed a resolution supporting the Mayor’s purchase of the park. 



Saving the park is about more than just ensuring members of the community 
have a space for our dogs. It is about maintaining a valued meeting place where 
Columbia Heights residents are able to interact with their neighbors, make new 
friends and feel a sense of community. And it is also about preserving the green 
space in our neighborhood, which is already greatly lacking. 
 
Accordingly, we urge you to choose a proposal that promises to provide a dog 
park. If you have any questions, please contact 11th and Bark Chair Lori 
Robertson (robertson.lori@gmail.com) or Vice Chair Maggie Garrett 
(margaret.f.garrett@gmail.com). 
 
Sincerely,  
 
The 11th and Bark Board of Directors 
Lori Robertson, chair 
Maggie Garrett, vice chair 
Eva Guenther, secretary 
William Brown 
Eric Cuevas  
Cecilie Lindsay 
Yared Mekbib 
  


